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Brief Description: Concerning premium payments for children's health coverage for certain
families who are not eligible for federal children's health insurance coverage.

Sponsors: Representatives Pettigrew and Hunter.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Requires children in families with incomes greater than 200 percent of the Federal
Poverty Level who are not eligible for the federally-funded Children's Health
Insurance Program to pay premiums equal to the per capita cost of coverage under
the state-funded Children's Health Program to receive state medical coverage.

¢ Allows financial sponsors to pay premiums on the behalf of children who are
required to pay premiums for state medical coverage.

Hearing Date: 2/25/11
Staff: Erik Cornellier (786-7116).
Background:

The Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) operates the Apple Health for Kids
program, which provides medical coverage for children under age 19 in families with incomes at
or below 300 percent of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL). Apple Health for Kids includes three
programs for financing this coverage. The joint state-federal Medicaid program provides
coverage for children with family incomes at or below 133 percent of the FPL. The joint state-
federal Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) provides coverage for children with family
incomes above 133 percent and at or below 300 percent of the FPL. The state-funded Children's
Health Program (CHP) provides coverage for children with family incomes at or below 300
percent of the FPL who are not eligible for Medicaid or CHIP due to their citizenship status.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Children with family incomes greater than 200 percent of the FPL are required to pay premiums
for health care coverage. The premiums are based on family income and cannot exceed the
premium limitations in the federal Social Security Act.

Children with family incomes above 300 percent of the FPL can purchase coverage from the
DSHS without state subsidy.

Summary of Bill:

Children in families with incomes greater than 200 percent of the FPL who are not eligible for
the federally-funded CHIP are required to pay premiums equal to the per capita cost of coverage
under the state-funded CHP.

Financial sponsors, including charitable or faith-based organizations, may pay premiums on
behalf of children who are required to pay premiums. Sponsors must arrange their sponsorships
with parents and provide the sponsorships through a mechanism acceptable to the DSHS.
Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The bill contains an emergency clause and takes effect on April 1, 2011.
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